
Taylor Harwell’s 
Gold Project: STEM 
After-School 
Program 
 
For Taylor's project, she set up a 
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (STEM) after 
school program for second graders 
in Auburn City Schools. Every 
month, a group of volunteers visit 
Cary Woods, Dean Road, Auburn 
Early Education Center and 
Creekside Elementary. Taylor began 
by meeting with the after school 
directors at each school and tested fun labs for the students. She also 
recruited fellow high school students to help run the labs by giving 
them community service hours for assisting her project.   
 
How did you come up with your idea? I am very interested in STEM 
but discovered that students were turning away from STEM at an early 
age. I wanted to help inspire young students to follow the path of STEM 
so that they could have bright futures. 
 
How did you keep up the momentum for the project? I would enter 
each school visit with an excited and fresh mindset, knowing that the 
second graders were ready for us to teach them. The high school 
volunteers played a major role in keeping everyone interested in the 
experiments and creating a fun environment. 
 
Were you ever discouraged? If so, what did you do to overcome 
that? After many successful visits throughout the school year, I 
became more hopeful and encouraged about adding more schools. The 
drive that came with going to each school helped me keep my project 
going. 



 
Can you tell us a little story about some part of your project that 
was special to you? After almost every visit, second graders would run 
up to hug me, and volunteers would ask when we would be back. That's 
when I knew we were making a difference in their lives. 
 
How will people benefit from this? The children who participated in 
the labs are now more drawn to STEM classes in school and potential 
careers in STEM. The STEM field is continuously expanding and offers 
many opportunities for future generations.   
 
How did you feel after you finished? In my younger years of Girl 
Scouts, the Gold Award felt like an impossible end goal. I felt so proud 
of what I accomplished and myself. 
 
What advice would you give to other girls considering a Gold 
Award? The size of the project may be intimidating. However, you are 
much more capable than you realize. Before my Gold Award, I was shy 
and nervous about taking lead, but this experience taught me to be a 
leader. You should craft your own Gold Award project so you, too, can 
discover your leadership potential. 
 
What will you take away from this experience? My Gold Award 
helped my reach my full potential. I become more outgoing and 
developed better leadership and communication skills. I will cherish my 
time working on my Gold Award project because of who it helped me 
become. 
 
Please give us a brief outline of your Girl Scout history and your 
future plans. I joined Girl Scouts in 4th grade and started as a Brownie. 
For my Bronze Award project, my troop sewed backgrounds for the 
puppet theater at the Auburn Public Library. After my Bronze Award, I 
left my troop and became a Juliet along with another girl from my 
troop. Together, we completed our Silver Award project. For my Silver 
Award project, my friend and I had a supply drive for the Lee County 
Humane Society and created fun toys and obstacles for the dogs at the 
Humane Society to play with. After I complete my STEM-focused Gold 
Award project, I plan on pursuing a career in biology. 



	


