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What is the 
Silver Award? 

The New Silver Award 
Guidelines 



Silver Award Basics

• The Girl Scout Silver Award is the Highest Award that can be 
earned by a Cadette Girl Scout.

• The Silver Award is a Take Action project that meets three 
required elements. 

• It can be completed by a single Girl Scout or by a group of no 
more than 4 Girl Scouts. 

• Recommended 50 hours of work per Cadette logged to the 
award.

• Must be completed by no later than September 30th following 
the eighth grade of the oldest team member. 



Silver Award
Documents

The New Silver Award 
Guidelines 



New Silver Award Documents



The Project Proposal 

• Girls will work with their Silver Award 
team members to submit a single 
Project Proposal to the troop leader. 

• Troop leaders must then submit the 
Project Proposal to the Awards 
Manager at Council for approval.

• Project proposals must be submitted 
and approved by the council before 
moving forward with the project.

Have a look HERE 

https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/gsusa/forms-and-documents/members/highest-awards/GSUSA_Girl-Scout-Silver-Award-Project-Proposal.pdf


The Final Report

• Girls will work with their Silver Award 
team members to submit one single Final 
Report to the troop leader. 

• Troop leaders must then submit the Final 
Report to the Awards Manager at Council. 

• Girls must complete the individual 
responses on their own and submit their 
own time log.

Have a look HERE

https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/gsusa/forms-and-documents/members/highest-awards/GSUSA_Girl-Scout-Silver-Award-Final-Report.pdf


Silver Award Guides



• Both Guides feature a “Silver 
Award at a Glance” to help 
both Cadettes and Adults 
visualize the process. 



Prerequisites 

Before girls begin working on 
their Silver Award, confirm that 
the Girl Scouts have met the 
following prerequisites: 

• Girl is a registered Girl Scout 
Cadette in the 6th – 8th grade.

• Completed a Cadette Journey, 
including the Journey’s Take 
Action project 



Adult Guide Exclusives 
The Adult Guide divides the Silver Award into two parts to better 
enable adults to assist Girl Scouts through the Silver Award Process

It features “How You Can Help” sections and the guide is from the 
point of view of an Adult Volunteer. 

The guide also explains the adult 

roles during certain steps in the 

process. 

Part One

The
Silver Award 

Defined 

Part Two

Achieving 
the 

Silver Award



Pg. 6, Adult Guide



Part 1: The Silver Award Defined 

Offers the following sections to adults only 
• “How to Use This Guide”

• “Benefits of Becoming a Silver Award Girl Scout”
• Offers information on the benefits of the Silver Award in the frame of the Girl 

Scout Leadership Experience 

• Sections on Leadership, Root Cause, and Sustainability. 

• “Silver Award Resources”

• “Your Role in the Silver Award” 



The 
Take Action 
Difference



Highest Awards Take Action Project Elements

Adult Guide pg. 8 / Cadette Workbook pg. 6



Suggestions to Keep in Mind
• Each Cadette is active in 

planning the Silver Award Take 
Action Project. 

• Girls can self-delegate certain 
aspects of the project. 

• Partner with the community 
REQUIRED ELEMENT

Left, pg. 9 Adult Guide / Above, pg. 10 Cadette 
Workbook



Emphasis on Root Cause
• Page 10 of the Adult Guide for Earning the Silver Award offers 

guidance on how to narrow an issue down to the root cause.  

• Girls will be expected to identify the root cause of the issue in the 
new Silver Award Proposal

REQUIRED ELEMENT

pg. 10 Adult Guide



Mind Mapping for Root Cause

This mind-mapping tool can help Cadettes identify 
the root cause of an issue that needs to be addressed. 
Cadettes will then select one of two root causes to 
address. 

Pg. 32, Cadette Workbook / pg. 35 Adult Guide



Silver is Sustainable 

Silver awards must be a sustainable Take Action project rather 
than a band-aid for a one-time impact. 

Adults must understand the meaning of a sustainable project to 
better guide their girls in developing their project plans. 

REQUIRED ELEMENT

Sustainability Chart, pg. 11 Adult Guide



Measuring Impact

• Measuring the impact of the Silver Award allows the girls to 
track the success of their project. 
• This can be done through surveys, tracking attendance, or through 

tracking social media responses. 

This element is not required for the Silver Award but will be during the Gold Award. 



National and/or Global Link
• Identifying a national and/or global link is connecting how the 

project’s issue is relevant worldwide. It’s likely the issue can be 
found in your own local, regional, or national community and across 
the globe, whether it’s hunger, poverty, illiteracy, homelessness, or 
pollution.

• Try to identify the project’s national and/or global link by 
encouraging Girl Scouts to research how other people and places 
address their issue. 

• Try to figure out:  
• How do other organizations or communities implement solutions? 
• What can be learned? 
• What can be incorporated into their project?

This element is not required for the Silver Award but will be during the Gold Award. 



Part 2: Achieving the Silver Award

Offers the following sections to adults only 
• “Getting Started”

• “How Much Time Does it Take?”

• “When to start” 

• “How Adults Can Help”

• “What Comes Next”



Breakdowns

The Adult Guide offers more 
breakdowns of the Silver Award 
that give volunteers, guardians, 
and any advisors a more 
thorough view of how the project 
should be moving along. 

Pg. 15 Adult Guide



Pg. 15 Adult Guide



Steps to Earn
the 

Silver Award

Adult and Girl Guides



• Time tracking begins in the first 
step. Girls should log hours as 
they go to prevent having to go 
back and retrace their steps.

• The Cadette Guide gives the girls 
the tools they need to establish 
issues to focus on. 

• The Adult Guide offers 
instructions and ways to help 
cadettes. 



Cadettes having trouble 
selecting an issue from 
the many they may be 
passionate about can 
use this Decision 
Bracket tool to help 
narrow down to one 
issue to focus on. 

pgs. 30 & 31, Cadette Workbook / pgs. 33 & 34 Adult Guide



1. Established by a single cadette or up to four cadettes. 

2. The team has the support of at least one registered, 
background-checked Adult Girl Scout Volunteer to be 
responsible for safety and Silver Award Procedures.

3. Having a project advisor is not required but can be very 
helpful. Lots of people are happy to play a part in helping a 
Girl Scout make the world a better place.  

Activities are offered on pg. 20 of the Adult Guide that volunteers 
can use to help Girl Scouts build their team. 



The Cadette Guide offers tools to 
help girls to explore their 
community to build community 
partnerships. 

Adults have a “How You Can 
Help” that can aid in guiding the 
girls through this step of the 
process. 



The Cadette Guide offers this tool for Girl Scouts to 
use in their decision for a Silver Award Project before 
they complete the Project Proposal as a group. 

Pg. 15 Cadette Workbook

Pg. 23 Adult Guide



Cadettes having trouble selecting a 
single project? 

Cadettes can complete 
the Pros/Cons Diagram 
in their workbook to 
help them select the 
project they will move 
forward with. 

Pg. 33, Cadette Workbook



Cadettes will need to plan how the timeline for their Silver Award 
will progress, who will be involved, and how they will address the 
issue through teamwork.  

The Cadette Guide offers a series 
of tools to help Cadettes establish 
how they will meet the required 
elements, budgeting worksheets, 
and tools for the optional 
elements. 

Project Proposals should be 
submitted by Cadettes to the 
Troop Leader. The Troop Leader 
will then submit it to the council 
for approval. This can be done on 
paper or emailed to 
awards@girlscoutssa.org

mailto:awards@girlscoutssa.org


Budgeting for the Silver Award

• Cadettes will need to complete an 
estimated budget with the project 
proposal. 

• Cadettes will need to complete a budget 
worksheet with the final report tracking 
their donations and expenses. 

Pg. 16, Final Report / pg. 31, Cadette Workbook



Budgeting for the Silver Award

• Please view the 
requirements for 
money-earning 
projects and Troop 
Finance in the 
Volunteer Policies 
located on the GSSA 
Website. 

• When in doubt, 
always ask. 

Pg, 9 Volunteer Policies



Located on pages 
24&25 in the 

Cadette 
Workbook and in 
the appendix of 
the Adult Guide



Cadettes will have to decide which tasks 
each group member will do. This chart is a 
great example of how Cadettes can do this.

Above, Pg. 22, Cadette Guide / Right, Pg. Cadette Workbook

While the project will be completed as a 
team, each team member must track their 
own time and submit their completed time 
log with the final report. 



Once the Final Report is submitted, the troop leader 
will receive an email notifying them of the status of the 
project approval. Troops can then purchase Silver 
Award Pins through our shop and will be added to the 
list of honorees for the upcoming In Your Honor. 

Cadettes are asked to please share their Silver Award 
story with others to further advocate for the issue 
addressed in their project. 

Please complete the “Share Your Story” form located 
on the GSSA Website. 



The GSUSA 
Earning the Silver 

Award: Your Guide 
to the 

Requirements and 
Process Pathway 

GSUSA Silver Award Training



• Located on GSLearn

• The GSUSA Earning the Silver Award: Your Guide to the Requirements and Process is an online training Cadettes can take 
as a troop to help them understand and prepare for the Silver Award process. 

• Volunteers and other registered Adults are also welcome to take the course pathway. 

• The courses are interactive and offer real examples of Silver Awards. 

• Pairs with the meeting plans in the VTK to help provide a smooth Silver Award Process. 

• Through the courses, Cadettes will be able to walk step by step through the process as well as get practice in identifying root 
causes and more. 

Please email awards@girlscoutssa.org to be assigned the training. 

mailto:awards@girlscoutssa.org


GSUSA Earning the Silver Award

The pathway is broken down into three courses. 

• Course 1: GSUSA Silver Award Overview 

• Course 2: GSUSA Silver Award Requirements: A Closer Look

• Course 3: GSUSA Silver Quest: Complete the Steps for Earning Your 
Silver Award



Utilizing the 
Volunteer 
Toolkit

Silver Award VTK

Meeting Plans



How to Find
Silver Award Meeting Plans

1. Log in to your MyGS account and click the 
Volunteer Toolkit Tab

2. In the “Explore” Tab, select the “Cadette” setting

3. Select the “Explore Meeting Plans” drop-down 

4. Under the search bar, select “Or Use Filters” 

5. Use the filters “Cadette” and “High Award” 

6. Select “View List”

7. Each meeting plan can be added to the troop’s 
yearly plan and features more drop-down tabs



Meeting Plans 
in the VTK

The Volunteer Toolkit offers 4 meeting 
plans for the Silver Award

1. Cadettes and invited adults will 
learn about the Silver Award 
requirements.

2. Cadettes will get to know Steps 1 
- 3 of the Silver Award.

3. Cadettes will get to know Steps 4 
and 5 of the Silver Award.

4. Cadettes will get to know Steps 6 
and 7 of the Silver Award.



Components of the 
Meeting Plans

Each meeting plan offers the following components: 

• Badge Overview 

• Meeting Overview

• Meeting Plan

• Materials List

• Meeting Planner

• A deeper breakdown of meeting time 
segments and the activities that can be done 
during that section. 

• Meeting Aids

• More resources that can be used during the 
meeting and the Silver Award Process. 

• Also includes the instructions to the activities 
listed in the meeting plan. 



Why use the Meeting Plans?

The Silver Award plans have the 
resources to help guide Cadettes 

from the very beginning of 
learning about the Silver Award to 

preparing and submitting the 
final report. 

Activities are provided that will 
better allow Cadettes to 

understand each step in the 
process and be prepared to move 

forward. 

Each plan follows along with the 
Cadette Guide and utilize the 

GSLearn Training to best equip 
Cadettes with the knowledge they 

need. 



What comes next? 



Give 
Thanks and 
Celebrate!

Reach out as a Troop to 
those who helped along 
the way!

Hold a pinning ceremony, 
attend In Your Honor, and so 
much more! 



Go For Gold!

Encourage Cadettes to work towards earning their Gold 
Award. 

What Cadettes need to know: 

• The Gold Award is the highest award in Girl Scouting and 
the preeminent leadership award for high school Girl 
Scouts.

• Gold Award Girl Scouts have unique, impactful experiences 
and stories to share with the world. 

• Earning a Gold Award prepares them to excel in whatever 
comes next: as a student in college, a working professional, 
and a proactive member of their community. 

• Gold Award Girl Scouts can earn college scholarships, and 
they skip a pay grade when enlisting in the military. 



Additional 
Resources 

• Cadette Workbook for Earning Your Silver 
Award

• Silver Award Project Proposal

• Silver Award Final Report

• Highest Awards FAQ

• Take Action Quiz 

• GSSA Silver Award Webpage

• Adult Guide to Earning the Silver Award

• Application Troop Money Earning Project

https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/gsusa/forms-and-documents/members/highest-awards/GSUSA_Cadette-Workbook-to-Earning-the-SilverAward.pdf?refresh=1
https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/gsusa/forms-and-documents/members/highest-awards/GSUSA_Girl-Scout-Silver-Award-Project-Proposal.pdf
https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/gsusa/forms-and-documents/members/highest-awards/GSUSA_Girl-Scout-Silver-Award-Final-Report.pdf
https://www.girlscouts.org/en/members/for-girl-scouts/badges-journeys-awards/highest-awards/highest-awards-faq.html
https://girlscoutsusa.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0DmSMwf8sTMLooZ?Q_JFE=qdg
https://www.girlscoutssa.org/en/members/for-girl-scouts-and-families/highest-awards/silver-award.html
https://www.girlscouts.org/content/dam/gsusa/forms-and-documents/members/highest-awards/GSUSA_Adult-Guide-for-Earning-the-Silver-Award.pdf
https://www.girlscoutssa.org/content/dam/girlscoutssa-redesign/documents/FundDevelopment/Money%20Earning%20Troop.pdf


Q&A

khickman@girlscoutssa.org

awards@girlscoutssa.org

1-800-239-6636

mailto:khickman@girlscoutssa.org
mailto:awards@girlscoutssa.org

